
Data Enrichment & 
Authority Control

OPTIMIZE AND ENHANCE YOUR COLLECTION

Whether you are looking at a system upgrade, a more robust 
Discovery layer, or just planning for the future needs of your 
catalog there are a myriad of options to make your catalog 
more powerful. Backstage Library Works offers multiple levels 
of record enrichment to help your users make the most of your 
current search & discovery platforms. Select what you want and 
omit others, we will cater to your needs!

What is included?
Authority Control: 
Validate and standardize Access Points against the 
Library of Congress Name & Subject Authority Files as 
well as multiple other vocabularies. Have local terms to 
incorporate? We can help you do that!

Record validation: 
Validate the structure of MARC fields and update 
out-of-date practices.

RDA Enrichment: 
Enhance AACR2 records with RDA elements to create 
hybrid records as well as validate the structure of 
existing RDA records.

LCSH to FAST: 
If desired, add missing FAST terms through Backstage’s 
home-grown conversion process.

GSAFD to LCGFT: 
Convert obsolete GSAFD terms to their LCGFT equivalent.

Reading Levels: 
Add Lexile Measures and/or Accelerated Reader levels 
to your bibliographic records to aid in promoting 
literacy.

Identity Management/URIs: 
Add appropriate $0 with URIs for appropriate Authority 
or RDA Registry terms. If desired, select to also add 
VIAF or ISNI URIs to $1 of matched Name Headings. 
URIs are also available to be added to $4 for relator 
terms/codes.

Why Work With US?
The Authority Control experts at Backstage Library 
Works have over 30 years of experience working with 
collections of all sizes and content across the globe.
Our mission at Backstage Library Works is to 
provide high-quality, cost-effective professional 
services that preserve, organize, describe, and 
connect you to the world’s knowledge.

Benefits
Create greater search/filtering capabilities
Reduce internal time & cost through an automated 
process
Increased flexibility with customized profile options

Why Automated Enrichment? 
Backstage’s automated processing will not only 
standardize your Access Points and update the 
MARC format of your Bibliographic Records but will 
also add various enrichments that can all be done 
simultaneously. There is no need for multiple or 
separate processes that take additional time and 
energy of your staff.

Deschutes Public Library has been working over the 
years to improve discoverability in their catalog with 
various term mappings, and most recently, decided to 
incorporate changes to Indigenous peoples terms from 
Backstage's peer-reviewed local authority file. Deschutes 
had an additional request - adding “Native American" as 
another subject term. 8,619 Indigenous headings were 
changed in addition to 3,363 new "Native American" 
headings being added.

Special Touches

Deschutes opted to include Homosaurus conversion processing in addition to the Indigenous 
authority file changes. 16% of the bibliographic catalog was enhanced with these terms which 
added nearly 90k new headings. 
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Workflow
The Indigenous authority file has been in development since May of 2021 and has required a precise 
automation approach. Deschutes’ file of approximately 300k records was sampled against the existing 
3,677 terms in our Indigenous authority file. The results of sampling were checked thoroughly before the 
process was finalized and completed, incorporating feedback and adding additional parameters to get the 
best fit possible.

Project Scope

Client’s Perspective
“The Deschutes Public Library has made it a priority to take actionable steps towards a more equitable 
and inclusive library catalog. Through the years of 2020-2021 a significant amount of time had been 
dedicated to reviewing the words and language used in our library catalog, and to make choices that align 
with our District’s equity, diversity, and inclusivity goals. Through this work, it became clear that for 
ongoing and continued progress, we would require the ability to maximize the automation options and 
tools available to us. Backstage has been a pivotal partner in making this happen. As a District, we already 
knew that Backstage was able to provide customized bibliographic enhancements and through 
conversations, collaborations and some creative problem-solving, their tools were the exact solution we 
needed to be able to continue to expand our impact on sensitivity within our catalog without undue impact 
and strain on our cataloging staff.” - Deschutes Public Library


